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Tammy Jackson
Senior Pastor

O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark
because of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger.
When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
the moon and the stars that you have established;
what are human beings that you are mindful of them,
mortals that you care for them?
Yet you have made them a little lower than God,
and crowned them with glory and honor.
You have given them dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under their feet,
all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field,
the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea,
whatever passes along the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
Psalms 8:1-9 NRSV

When I feel challenged, I gravitate to the Psalms. Within these poems and songs are a
variety of emotions and expressions, some of them very raw. They are beautiful and they
are terrible—just like people! Recently, I keep going back to Psalm 8. So often, in fact,
have I returned to this one that I decided to commit it to memory.
Continued
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I have shared the New Revised Standard Version above. The NRSV is the translation I
most often use for study and memory. However, I usually read in several translations. I like
the New Living Translation (NLT) for devotional reading, and the Contemporary English
Bible (CEB) is one of the best recent translations and the one you most often hear in worship. The Message, a labor of love by the late Presbyterian pastor Eugene Peterson,
seeks to present the stories and teaching of Scripture in ways that help us hear them in
a fresh and new, yet faithful, way.
Verse 2 in The Message jumped out at me: “Nursing infants gurgle choruses about you;
toddlers shout the songs that drown out enemy talk and silence atheist babble.” As
someone who works on the same hall as a daycare, I hear children every day. I love the
idea that the sounds of small children are inherent praise of God. The children themselves are evidence of the magnificence of creation and the hand of God at work in it.
The psalmist feels small and insignificant when examining the complexity and beauty of
the world around us. Yet, humans were designed in the image of God, created to be in
intimate relationship with God, and chosen to tend and care for this world and one another. The psalmist expresses the staggering enormity of this responsibility by saying that
God made us just “a little lower than God.” No other part of creation has been given so
much!
While the NRSV speaks of crowning, dominion, and things “under our feet,” The Message says, “We so narrowly missed being gods, bright with Eden’s dawn light. You put us
in charge of your handcrafted world. You repeated to us your Genesis-charge.” The
Message captures the demand for care and nurture rather than control. We are invited
into God’s creative work by the way we exercise the authority God has given us.
The choice we each make is how we will use this authority. We can seek to be in control,
to dominate the world and the people around us. We can force our way by virtue of our
position and standing. Or we may choose to lead like God does. We can be kind and
compassionate. We can seek the good of all creation. We can understand that people
and things do not exist just for our ends, but perhaps we exist for one another’s good.
How will we use all that God has given us to impact the world around us?
May we make God proud of us and the way we handle what God has entrusted to us.
With love,
Pastor Tammy
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Support Camp Lee
& Anniston First
Support Camp Lee and Anniston First by joining us for our Light Up the Sky for the 4th of
July, Sunday, July 4, at Camp Lee. In lieu of a meal, concessions will be available
throughout the evening. Activities includes a Poolside Motion Picture and Water Zip-line
that will be available starting at 6:30 PM. The fireworks display will be at 8:30 PM. Unlike
previous years, there will be a $15.00 per car fee. Not only will this cover Camp Lee’s
cost of staffing the event, but additional proceeds will be shared between with Camp
Lee and AFUMC as a small way to continue to support our ministries. Homemade Ice
Cream will also be available with proceeds benefiting the Lucy Bryan Memorial Fund.
We can’t wait to see you!
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Discipleship

Kyle Bryan
Associate Pastor of
Discipleship and Outreach
kyle@annistonfirst.info • 256.453.8453

While we celebrate our country’s independence from England on
the 4th of July; in reality, we have had quite a tumultuous relationship with freedom. We have struggled and strived to embody the
words of our Declaration of Independence: “We hold these truths
to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” Freedom and equality for all has been our country’s plight from its
inception, and we still have obstacles to overcome. Indeed,
inequality has cut-across race, socioeconomic status, and most
recently, sexual orientation. As we prepare for our pilgrimage to
the Equal Justice Initiative’s Lynching Memorial on July 8, you are invited to join us at Anniston Bar Church on July 7 for an honest examination and reflection of our own area’s
history of injustice. Our Anniston Bar Church band led by Matt Headley and Jason
Wright, will lead us in some familiar and provocative songs as we consider our role in the
work of justice and reconciliation.
On July 8, our youth group and members of Anniston First’s Church and Society Committee will journey to Montgomery to visit the Equal Justice Initiative’s National Memorial for
Peace and Justice and The Legacy Museum. The National Memorial for Peace and Justice, which opened to the public on April 26, 2018, is the nation’s first memorial dedicated to the legacy of enslaved Black people, people terrorized by lynching, African
Americans humiliated by racial segregation and Jim Crow, and people of color burdened with contemporary presumptions of guilt and police violence. The Legacy
Museum employs unique technology to dramatize the enslavement of African Americans, the evolution of racial terror lynchings, legalized racial segregation and racial
hierarchy in America. Relying on rarely seen first-person accounts of the domestic slave
trade, EJI’s critically acclaimed research materials, videography, exhibits on lynching
and recently composed content on segregation,
this museum explores the history of racial inequality
and its relationship to a range of contemporary
issues from mass incarceration to police violence.
Visiting these two sites is a meaningful and impactful
experience. If you would like to join our youth and
AFUMC’s church and society members, please
email or text Pastor Kyle. Only 5 spots left.
- Pastor Kyle
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Join us for Anniston Bar Church on Wednesday,
July 7 at 6:00 PM at the
Peerless Saloon and Grille.
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Finding a Home in Music and Worship Arts
When I interviewed for this music and worship arts ministry
position, Pastor Tammy told me that Music and Worship
arts at Anniston First should be a place where all people
can belong and have fun. I’m discovering that this is
already true, and even more as our church grows into
the fullness of Christ. I’m so glad Anniston First is a place
where such a diverse group of people can find their
home among Jesus’ body of believers.
Glory Sightings
We have enjoyed some grace-soaked moments of worship this month! I’m thankful to hear and SEE us sing more
as the pandemic spread has slowed and more people
returned, unmasked, to in-person worship. I’m also thankful for the diverse musical gifts of Blair Callaway, our
organist, the Praise Team, and talented members of our
congregation. The Bar Church Band continues to provide musical leadership for that church expression gathering at the Peerless on the first Wednesdays of the
month. I’m especially excited to be helping Jason Wright
prepare music for the next Bar Church on July 7.
Music with Shepherd’s Table
I’m enjoying learning about the outreach ministries of this
church, like Shepherd’s Table (8:15am Sundays in the
Bridge), a weekly gathering of God’s people, many of
whom are experiencing poverty or homelessness. Shepherd’s Table provides an opportunity to grow our music
and worship arts ministries, not to mention our faith! Last
Sunday, after the Scripture was shared, we sang “Amazing Grace,” and then communed over breakfast at
tables prepared by servant leaders of our congregation.
Singing that old familiar hymn with folks who rely on
God’s grace for their literal “daily bread” gave me a
fresh perspective. We sang the same hymn in our 10AM
service after Pastor Tammy preached about Jesus's
grace shared with the Ethiopian eunuch, a kind of person
who was typically excluded from the worshipers of Israel’s God. The homeless now have a home in God’s
church, the body of Christ. “Amazing Grace,” indeed!

Matt Headley
Director of Music &
Worship Arts

Continued

Image: Jesus Mural of Faith, Hope, Love, and Peace, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library,
Nashville, TN. https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=56412 [retrieved June 22, 2021].
Original source: https://www.flickr.com/photos/36847973@N00/3342340183.
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Summer Break & Preparation for the Fall
While the choir and handbells rehearsals have adjourned for the summer, the break is
providing time for planning and the restoration of the printed music library, which had
been decimated due to water and humidity problems in the basement of the Sanctuary. Our choir and bells will resume rehearsing in coordination with other Wednesday
night church activities being planned for the fall. We also are preparing for the departure of Gabi Houston, our gifted associate director of music, who will enroll at Birmingham Southern College this fall to take her next step towards vocational youth ministry.
Gabi will share more about her plans in the coming weeks, and we are so proud and
excited for her!
May God continue to bless us and shine his face upon us as we receive
his amazing grace!
Matt Headley

Hello everyone!

Gabi Houston
Associate Director
of Music

I have been a member of Anniston first my whole life, and I have
been so blessed to get to work on the amazing church staff for
the past year. It has been such a blessing to have so much support from this church as I have grown up and now started my
career in ministry. I am excited to share with everyone that I am
going to Birmingham Southern this fall. My plan is to major in psychology with a minor in religion. I plan to go to seminary after college to become a pastor in the United Methodist Church. I have
loved my time here at Anniston First. Both as a staff member and
layperson, I have continually felt the love of God through this
congregation.
My family and the church staff will have my mailing address at
Birmingham-Southern once I am assigned one if you would like to
stay in touch. Thank you all for the love and support you have
shown me throughout my life here at Anniston First! If you attended BSC, please do not hesitate to share your stories from the hilltop with me – I am so excited to move there this fall!
Peace of Christ,
Gabi Houston
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REMEMBER OUR MILITARY
Andrew & Elizabeth Collins, Zach St. Clair, Trey Chandler, Dann
Robertson. If you know of others, please call the church office
at 256-236-5605.

Special Gifts
Camp Lee
In honor of the McDade Family, given by Forrest and Joyce French,
Lanita B. Vibbert, and Carol C. Shepherd.
Scholarship Fund
In honor of Everette Studdard, given by Martha Merrill.

Church and Society
Church and Society Committee had the stewardship moment on June 27. The topic
was “Peace with Justice.” The Church and Society Committee of the United Methodist Church brings this to all congregations’ attention on the last weekend of May. We
chose to do this on June 27 because of the sermon series at the time.
You have heard the phrase “no justice, no peace” for years. Now think about it really
hard! We are saying we must have peace with justice. I read a quote this week from
a retired Episcopal bishop, Spong, that says, “justice postponed is justice denied.” For
how long has mankind done this? Think of the native Americans, the slaves, the
racism, the religious wars, the pollution of the earth, the immigrants. It goes on and
on. Listen carefully to God. Love is the answer. Peace with justice.
-Majorie Tanner
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Response Magazine
May/June 2021 Issue
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Like What You See?

Now to Make More Ministry Moments
Your giving and generosity make the ministries at AFUMC and our partner agencies
possible. Please consider making a contribution to AFUMC or one of our ministries and
increase our ability to offer God’s grace to those in our community.

Options for Giving to Anniston First
Online: Using the camera on your smartphone, scan the QR code below and
select the notification link that appears on your screen
Text To Give: Text “AnnistonFirst” to 73256. Then follow the prompts.
The first time you use a specific credit card or debit card, you will
need to input that information. If you use this method, the church
absorbs the credit or debit card discounts and fees.
By Mail: Anniston First United Methodist Church • P. O. Box 1789,
Anniston, AL 36202.
The Plate is back: Place your offering in the offering plate as it comes by
during worship.

July 4: Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM

Light Up the Sky-On the Fourth of July!

Camp Lee-Activities & Concessions start at 6:30 PM
Fireworks Display at 8:30 PM
July 5: Church Office CLOSED
July 7: Bar Church in-person, Peerless Saloon
6:00 PM
July 8: Equal Justice Initiative’s National Memorial
trip to Montgomery-Leaving at 7:30 AM
July 11: Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM
July 15: Virtual NAMI Mental Health Support
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM
July 18: Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM
Administrative Board Meeting at 4:00 PM in
the Bridge
July 25: Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM
August 1: Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM
August 4: Bar Church in-person, Peerless Saloon
6:00 PM
August 8: Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM
Hymn Singing at Lee Farm at 6:00 PM
Blessing of Backpacks.
Bring a dessert to share!

Sign-up for church-wide texts alerts!
TEXT: annistonfirst
TEXT TO: 94000

